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THE QUAKER CITY REBELS
______

A Veritable Revolution Against Corruption and Bossism.

______

HELD IN QUAY’S IRON GRASP

______

A Movement Started by the Citizens to Overthrow the Dictator and the “Combine” He Leads.

______

HOW PHILADELPHIA HAS BEEN RULED

______

The Coming City Election to be a Contest for the City’s Redemption from Criminal Musrule.

  PHILADELPHIA, Dec. 29.—At the very door of Independence Hall, out of which the signers of the Declaration of Independence walked after they had put their names to the immortal document, stands a petition, signed by several hundred good Philadelphia men and women, in which they ask for decent treatment at the hands of a boss.  It is a mild petition in its language and has very little of the ring to it which the Declaration had.
  The reason for the existence of the petition is that a Mayor is to be elected in Philadelphia in February, and at the very spot where the forefathers rose up and said that they would be free, at the very spot where, more than ever before, there was the spirit of independent citizenship, the good people of Philadelphia proclaim in large type that they have been robbed of their liberty, of their freedom to govern themselves, of their rights which were proclaimed 118 or 120 years ago, when the Liberty Bell first rang.

  The reason why it is necessary for any such petition to be posted is that the city politics and, through politics, the City Government is in the hands of a tyrannical oligarchy, and the oligarchy takes its orders from a dictator.  The people have nothing to say in the selection of those who shall rule over them.  They have submitted to a point where they can endure it no longer, and there are signs in the air that there is going to be an awakening which will tear down this oligarchy and bury the boss.

  The boss is Matthew Stanley Quay, a United States Senator from the State of Pennsylvania, of unsavory reputation in the minds of all who care a snap for honesty in public life or of decency in government.
  The tyranny which the people of New-York endured, the corruption which festered in the City Government of New-York, and the utter strangulation of the people’s sentiment by Tammany Hall have their counterparts in the Quaker City.  The “mailed hand” of Matthew Stanley Quay has throttled the goddess of political liberty.  He has forced her to submit to the dictates of a gang of his own henchmen, thugs, thieves, and corruptionists.

  The people want relief.  They have taken hope, a little bit, from what occurred in New-York last November, and they are starting in for a fight against Quay and the “combine.”

  Quay has come up to Philadelphia and told the people, or rather, a few of his associates who control the people in politics, who is to be their next Mayor if he has his way about it.  These associates make up what is known as the “combine.”  The man who Quay has told them is to be the Chief Executive of the City of Brotherly Love is Boies Penrose.  Now, who is Quay, and who is the “combine,” and who is Boies Penrose?

Who Is This Dictator?
  Quay is not unknown to fame.  His record has been published from time to time, and it has been shown, in a way that makes every Pennsylvanian ashamed of his State, that this boss politician has been connected with more public scandals than almost any man in the country who is still out of prison.  Quay was born in 1833, and he studied law in Beaver, Penn., where he now lives.  He mingled in ward politics down there, and acquired some skill at playing poker and a thirst for rum.  He went to the State Legislature, and was a candidate for Speaker in a combination which would have made Gov. Curtin United States Senator.  That was in 1867.  He sold out Gov. Curtin and helped elect Cameron.  In 1868 Quay was charged with trying to bribe one Alexander P. Tutton, Supervisor of Internal Revenue, to prevent the seizure of a distillery in which he was interested.  He was tried for this, but the case was finally dropped.

  Quay in 1879 was the absolute boss of the situation at Harrisburg.  There was a bill before the legislature to appropriate $4,000,000 to pay damages caused by the rioters in Pittsburg.  Under Quay’s manipulation some of his henchmen were overhauled for attempting to bribe this bill through the Legislature.  “Bill” Kemble, Emil Petroff, and a few others were indicted.  Several of the men were convicted and sentenced.  Quay was at that time a member of the Board of Pardons, and he proceeded at once to call a meeting of the board, and set at liberty these associates of his who had been overtaken with bribe money in their hands.  This was characterized at the time as the most infamous defiance of public sentiment and common decency which had been seen since Tweed’s time.

  After something of a lull in the storm of public opinion, Quay came to the front again in 1879 more reckless and unscrupulous than ever.  This was the time when he speculated with State money, drawn out of the Treasury by a man named Walters, the cashier, who substituted practically worthless securities in its place.  The total amount of the deficit was about $260,000.  The turning over of the State Treasury to the newly-elected State Treasurer, which had to be done on May 1, 1880, brought about a crisis in the affairs of Quay and his confederates.  The matter, as everybody knows, was finally settled by Quay’s political friends, who made good the money which had been taken from the Treasury and kept Quay out of jail.
  Quay made a second raid on the Treasury.  A Philadelphia railroad syndicate bought same [sic] valuable railroad properties in Chicago.  A friend of Quay in the company tried to do a good turn to the boss by offering him $400,000 out of the State Treasury, where it was deposited in the People’s Bank, which was the depository of the horse railroad syndicate.  So he paid for the bonds.  The profits of the transaction to Quay arose from the sale of the stock, which practically cost him nothing.  He sold stock as high as 82, and, of course, made a good deal of money.  The bonds were used to make the State Treasury good.
Eminence Won by Chicanery.
  The entire record of the unscrupulous doings of Quay would make a book.  During his entire career he strengthened himself on all possible occasions as a political boss, and he had reached, it was thought, the pinnacle which a State boss may reach when he nominated Delamater for Governor in 1890.  It will be remembered that Quay said he wanted Delamater nominated, and thereby he would find out how it seemed to own a Governor.  There was a revolt by decent people against his political tyranny, and Pattison was elected.  At that time an organization composed of more than a hundred of Pennsylvania’s prominent citizens, many of whom lived in Philadelphia, and are there to-day, issued a statement
 over their own signatures concerning Mr. Quay.  This is what they said of him:

  “The platform of the Republican Party in Pennsylvania indorses, without qualification or reserve, the junior Senator of this State, Matthew S. Quay, a man whose very name has entered the political vocabulary as a term of political domination and corruption; a man whose way to political eminence has been won by no distinguished service to the Nation or the State, neither by the conception nor the execution of a single great or beneficent public measure, but solely by chicanery and public corruption, by the creation of an immense army of servile followers through bribes of public office and by the skillful distribution of public patronage.  This man has so successfully increased his own power that he is to-day among the most influential, if he is not, indeed, the most influential, of Republicans, and in his own State his personal will has virtually usurped the will of the people. * * * But, to crown his own dishonor and the shame of the Commonwealth, he stands for months silent under public, repeated, and specific accusations of the greatest official misconduct, of having taken from the Treasury of the State large sums of money with the knowledge of its official guardian. * * * Mr. Quay is the acknowledged, unblushing champion of political corruptionists.”
  This was signed by Justus C. Strawbridge, George W. Blabon, Frederick W. Taylor, Henry S. Pancoast, Redwood F. Warner, Edward H. Coates, Joshua L. Bailey, and about 200 other prominent men.
  This is the man who came up to Philadelphia about three weeks ago and directed to the “combine” that Boies Penrose should be the next Mayor of Philadelphia.

The Combine Which Rules the City.
What is this “combine”?  Briefly stated, it is an aggregation of politicians, who are to Philadelphia what the Executive Committee of Tammany Hall was to New-York at the time when corruption in municipal government was most thriving.  By some they are said to be worse than Tammany ever was, because the “combine” is an intangible, unincorporated thing, an aggregation of professional politicians, who control the City Government for what there is in it for themselves and their friends.
  They nominate candidates and dispense patronage.  They control the expending of money through their political influence.  They find out what certain corporations want, and then sell it to them.  They trade for political power on the property of the people.  Many of them were raised in saloons.  Some of them have headed gangs of repeaters on election day.  Some of them have personally “slugged” political opponents.  Some of them have been caught bribing voters.  They stop at nothing which is necessary to carry their political points.

  The “combine” is made up of one member at least from each ward in the city.  There are thirty-seven wards.  In some wards the responsibility for the dictation of the politics of the ward is divided between two men.  The greater proportion of the members hold offices themselves.  Many are in the Councils, some are police magistrates, some are contractors who do city work.
  Their word is law for the party to which they belong.  They control its machinery, they are intrenched behind long lists of beneficiaries in city patronage.  They are backed by corporations which want favors from the City Government.  They are supported by contributions from wealthy men and combinations who have a personal interest in whatever may be done by the city authorities.  At their head stand three men, a triumvirate which rules absolutely the other members, subject only to the approval of the man who helped make them what they are, and whom they dare not disobey, Matthew Stanley Quay aforesaid.

  Of all the men in the “combine,” the one who has most power now, and whose record personally and politically is among the rankest, if not the rankest of the entire lot, is David Martin, familiarly known as “Dave.”  His record is well-known in more than one State.  He is just now without visible means of support, although he is a political boss reputed to be worth about $2,000,000.  He had an obscure origin.  He lived in that section of the city when a boy, which was then known as “Louse Harbor.”  He was a slop gatherer.  At one time he was a member of the Volunteer Fire Department.  It was here that he acquired his influence as a leader.
  He soon became a director of repeaters in the old Nineteenth Ward.  A gang of his followers was employed by disreputable politicians to intimidate voters and procure the nomination of men who were unfit to hold office.  Martin used frequently to direct operations and drive citizens from the polls, in order that repeaters might vote.  Martin used sometimes to personally assault voters.

“Dave” Martin’s Political Methods.
  As a sample of his methods, the story is told of James Rems, a shoemaker, on Norris Street, near Third.  He was engaged one day in putting up posters for a candidate objectionable to Martin.  Martin came up and told him he did not allow any one to place advertisements of other candidates than his own in the ward.  Rems persisted, and Martin fell upon him and beat him.  For this he was indicted by the Grand Jury for criminal assault, but he had such a “pull” that he was able to keep out of court.
  Martin was cashier for a gang of corrupt politicians, and it was a part of his business to pay repeaters for their work on election day.  In 1882 a number of affidavits were secured from men who had been implicated in frauds on the ballot, in which they swore that Martin had paid them at the rate of $1 each for a vote.  One of these was William Guldey.  Another was William Maneely.

  Martin’s ward is the Nineteenth.  One of the best known Washington correspondents wrote an article, which was published in The Morning Post, which detailed a little incident in Martin’s career.  The correspondent wrote:

  “John B. Curtis, who is a telegraph operator at the Nineteenth Ward Police Station, tells under oath the story of the Fourth Division:  ‘I am an operator in the Eighteenth District Station House.  I was there on the night of the election.  I saw David Martin bring the ballotbox of the Fourth Division there.  I saw the box was opened and the returns lying upon the table.  They (Lieuts. Crawford and Martin) were writing upon the returns.  Lieut. Crawford told me the box contained the returns of the Fourth Division.  He said the change was made to beat Theodore Walton, as it would look bad for Tareira to run behind.  I went into the room to get the returns to telegraph to the Central Station.  A number of other divisions were fixed up in the same way.  In the Twenty-first Division the original papers were not taken into the account.  Papers were manufactured, fixing such majorities as were required by the ring, and the names of the election officers were forged thereto.’”
  Martin was appointed a Collector of Internal Revenue by President Harrison.  He held that position for about a year, and then suddenly resigned.  He is the President of the Anti-Cobden Club, a political organization with a large membership.  It is at this clubhouse that Martin makes his headquarters.  He has a large following among the toughs and heelers in the worst wards of the city, and he is backed by men who are worth millions in his political doings.  Few men ever attain such power as he has.  The heelers and ward workers know that they will get nothing in the shape of political patronage unless they obey him.  Wealthy corporations which want favors from the city know that he will be their tool so long as there is a little power and some money to be had for manipulating caucuses and boards.  Next to Quay, Martin is the big boss of Philadelphia.
Two More of the Triumvirate
  The other two men who share with Martin the glories of the triumvirate, and to whom Quay has given orders that Penrose shall be the next candidate for Mayor, are Charles A. Porter and Israel W. Durham.

  Mr. Porter is the Chairman of the Republican City Committee, a State Senator, and a contractor by business.  He combines business with politics in a remarkable degree.  The firm of which he is a member is Filbert, Porter & Co.  They pave streets, build bridges and reservoirs, and do all manner of city contracting.  It is of immense advantage, it may well be conceived, for a political boss to be a member of the firm which gets the greatest share of the city’s contracts.  Mr. Porter is a member of the firm which had the monopoly of the asphalt paving in Philadelphia for many years, which was only broken up recently after a hard fight by citizens.
  As a political boss, Mr. Porter ranks higher than Mr. Martin because he does business on business principles.  Nobody ever accused him of slugging any person, as Martin has done.  No one ever accused him of having a gang of repeaters, as Martin did.  He, of course, has a great deal to say as to all the appointments in the city departments.  This power he gets from his position as Chairman of the City Committee and one of the triumvirate.  The city’s departments have charge of the inspection and approval of work done by Mr. Porter’s firm, so it is not hard to see that it is of advantage to Mr. Porter to be on good terms with the politicians.
  It is interesting to note that Mr. Penrose is Mr. Porter’s candidate for Mayor more than he is Martin’s.  There has been a little bit of rivalry between Martin and Porter as to which had the greatest control.  Just at present Quay has gone Porter’s way.

  The third member of the triumvirate is Israel W. Durham, a Police Magistrate, who draws $3,000 a year from the city for performing duties which correspond to those performed in New-York by the Police Justices.  He is an intimate friend, personally, of Martin, and of many of Martin’s heelers.  He has the confidence of Quay.  And it was to him, it is said, that Quay first made the announcement of his choice for Mayor of Philadelphia to succeed Stuart.

A Perfect Working Machine.

  Now the rest of the combine forms as perfect a working “machine” as ever dictated to a municipal corporation.  The thirty-seven members look to Martin, Porter, and Durham for instructions, and the three pass along the orders as Quay gives them to them.
  Here is the machine which dominates Philadelphia:

  First Ward—Amos Martin Stack.  He is a railroad lobbyist, who works in the interest of the Baltimore and Ohio Road.

  Second Ward—Joseph L. Nobre.  He is a member of the Select Council.

  Third Ward.—Harry Hunter.  He is a member of the Select Council.  He was once tried on a charge of having perpetrated a fraud against the ballot, but was acquitted.  Three men in his district were tried for some gigantic ballot fraud and convicted.  Two of them, named James Thompson and Joseph P. Kidd, are now in prison.  A petition has been sent to President Cleveland asking that they be pardoned, and this is signed by Mr. Hunter, who was the beneficiary of their fraudulent work.

  Fourth Ward.—John Hunter is the accredited leader, although the real politics of the ward is controlled by “Bill” McMullin, a saloon keeper at the corner of Ninth and Bainbridge Streets.  This is a Democratic ward.  McMullin is on such terms with Hunter that it is for their mutual advantage to work together politically.

  Fifth Ward.—James B. Anderson and Ellwood Becker divide honors in this ward.  Anderson is a member of the Select Council.  Becker is a member of the State Senate.

  Sixth Ward.—William H. Smith, represents the “combine.”

  Seventh Ward.—Israel W. Durham.  The duties of police magistrate and the prominence which he has in the triumvirate make it advisable for him to have an assistant.  This is Samuel F. Houseman.

  Eighth Ward.—E. A. Devlin, who is sometimes called “Buck” Devlin, is the ward boss.  He draws $3,000 a year as police magistrate.  He lives in rooms over Charlie Pras’s saloon, on Sansom Street.
  Ninth Ward.—Samuel M. Clement.  He is Sheriff, and a prominent member in John Wanamaker’s church.  The good Mr. Wanamaker indorsed the work of the “combine” to the extent of recommending Mr. Clement’s appointment.

  Tenth Ward—William McNichol.  He is a new member in the “combine,” having only a few weeks succeeded to the place formerly held by “Bill” Leeds.

  Eleventh Ward—Joseph F. Klemmer.  He is a member of the Select Council.

  Twelfth Ward—Dorry Stulb.  He was formerly a County Commissioner.  Just now he is a statesman out of a job, although he has been slated by the “combine” for the appointment as Health Officer by Governor-elect Hastings.
  Thirteenth Ward—William B. Ahearn.  He is a Police Magistrate, at a salary of $3,000.  He is also Secretary of the Republican City Committee.

  Fourteenth Ward—“Jake” Wildemore.  He is a County Commissioner.  He has recently made considerable money out of Traction Company stock.  The Traction Company case, which grew out of a protest on the part of citizens against the trolley, dragged along through the courts at great length.  Wildemore bought some of the stock at a small figure.  His friends are said to have carried the load for him, such as it was.  After the Supreme Court had decided in favor of the trolley company, he got the benefit of the rise in the stock, and is said to have cleared $50,000, which is a good thing for a County Commissioner to have.
  Fifteenth Ward—Alexander Crow and Col. John F. Glenn.  Mr. Crow is known as “Sandy” Crow.  He has no business except politics, which he calls his profession.  He has a large following, which follows him implicitly.  They are known as “Crow’s canaries.”

  Sixteenth Ward—This is a Democratic ward, and it does not pay the “combine” to devote much attention to it.  There are half a dozen men of equal prominence in Republican politics.

  Seventeenth Ward—David S. Scott.

  Eighteenth Ward—John Virdin and Isaac D. Hetzell.  Hetzell is a member of the Select Council.  Virdin is a professional politician, who has been talked of as a probable candidate for police magistrate.
  Nineteenth Ward—David Martin.  He has no visible occupation except politics.  He is Treasurer of the City Committee, and also Chairman of the Finance Committee.
  Twentieth Ward—David H. Lane.  Mr. Lane ranks well up with the members of the triumvirate in political power.  He is on hand at regular meetings of the Council, looking after the interests of the Traction Company.  He is generally spoken of as “Select Councilman at Large.”

  Twenty-first Ward—Josephus Yeakel.  He is a real estate assessor.

  Twenty-second Ward—W. H. Brooks.

  Twenty-third Ward—J. Emory Byron.  He is a member of the Select Council.

  Twenty-fourth Ward—Samuel Peltz and C. Wesley Thomas.  Peltz is a Representative in the State Legislature, and Thomas is a State Senator.
  Twenty-fifth Ward—Thomas H. Power.  He was formerly a Coroner.  He was Naval Officer of the Port under President Harrison.

  Twenty-sixth Ward—Thomas B. McAvoy.

  Twenty-seventh Ward—Edward W. Patton.  He is a member of the Select Council.

  Twenty-eighth Ward—C. Harry Fletcher.  He is a Representative in the State Legislature.

  Twenty-ninth Ward—James E. Romig.  He is a police magistrate, at a salary of $3,000 a year.

  Thirtieth Ward—“Ollie” Wilson.  He is a tailor and contractor, and is, of course, interested in city improvements.

  Thirty-first Ward—Horatio B. Hackett.  He is a police magistrate at a salary of $3,000 a year.  He was one of those appointed under a bill passed by the Legislature recently, which increased the number of magistrates by four.

  Thirty-second Ward—Charles A. Porter.  He has been spoken of above.

  Thirty-third Ward—John B. Lukens.  Some years ago he was a van driver.  Then he became keeper of Hunting Park.  From this position of trust, he was graduated to become a police magistrate at a salary of $3,000 a year.

  Thirty-fourth Ward—“Tom” Hicks.  He is a member of the Common Council.

  Thirty-fifth Ward—No member of the “combine” is scheduled as coming from this ward, which is in one of the thinly settled country districts.

  Thirty-sixth Ward—Hugh Black.  He is a member of the Select Council.

  Thirty-seventh Ward—James Work.  He is one of the assistants to the Chief of Bureau of Highways.  He draws a salary of $1,800 from the city.

  These men make up the ward “combine.”  The word has been passed to them from Matthew Stanley Quay, through Porter, Martin, and Durham, that Boise Penrose is to be the next nominee for Mayor.

Quay’s Candidate for Mayor.
[more to this article added soon!]
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